
The 2009-2010 Rivar's
Show Choir Catalog is in

the mail!  Check your
mailbox for our best

catalog ever...or see it now
by clicking here.

 

Taking Show Choir To The Next Level
 
For many, show choir doesn't end after high school
graduation. Today, more and more students continue their
passion for singing into college and beyond.
One person who knows a great deal about the
progression into a college choir program is Bill Griffel. Bill
was the choral director at Franklin Central High School in
Indianapolis, Indiana for 10 years before recently
accepting the position as Director of Purdue Musical
Organizations at Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana.

Participating in a college music program is part of the
curriculum for students pursuing a degree in music, but
many times it is simply a means of expression for college
students to be part of an organization that supports their
passion and love of music. Purdue University does not
have a School of Music nor do they offer a music degree,
yet Bill's organization has over 200 active students
participating in the choral music groups. "We don't even
offer a music program, but that doesn't mean that there aren't students looking to
continue singing after high school."

Passion is the main reason students continue to pursue their love of singing. Meghan
Williams, a recent Ball State University graduate and previous member of the Ball
State University Singers said that she has always been a performer and always will.
"Performing with the Ball State University Singers took it up another level.  Taking part
in a college organization allowed me to continue my passion."

College groups are different because current students as well as alumni play an
important role in the program. According to Bill, "It is a very student-focused
organization. It's great because the students continue doing it for the love of singing.
The alumni are extremely passionate and the student experience is the best." Megan
adds that the best part was "having a family in college. I had an experience unlike any
other and it was great to be surrounded by those with the same goals. I still talk to
fellow alumni like I do my family."
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Another difference is the level of commitment required at the college level.  Students
must juggle the increased workloads and demands of being at a university on top of
the rehearsals and commitments of the performing group. "In college, it's more about
putting on the best show and entertaining people. You learn so much more quickly in
college. You may learn something Monday and perform it in a show on Saturday," said
Megan. Bill agrees, "it's a different level of commitment in college".

Bill has taken his years of high school experience to the college level and Meghan is
now an Assistant Director with her previous high school. Meghan says, "being behind
the scenes is just as good and rewarding. I can now relay my skills to students".
 

Be Original!

Did you know that it has been nearly three decades since
Rivar's was founded on the concept of providing the best in
custom show choir costuming?  We were the first to offer
custom design to choral groups across the nation and are
extremely proud of our long-standing relationships with our
customers.

With Rivar's you have the ability to choose any style, make it
in any fabric and add any embellishment or trim.  We also
offer a full state-of-the-art pattern design technology and
experienced staff that can help you to bring an idea on a
piece of paper into a complete custom concept for your group.

If you have an original design idea, we'd love to schedule a private consultation at our
facility in Albany, Indiana. But be sure to plan early. Custom designs take extra time
and patience to create, so you need to get things started by July 1st.

And, if you are located more than 175 miles from our facility, talk to your sales
representative about our travel reimbursement program. We'll help defer some of the
extra costs it takes to get you here!
 
 
ShowChoirStar.com wants to know what
you think of the new FOX show GLEE. 
Let us know on our Facebook Fan
page...and while you're there, become a
fan.  Click here to visit our page.
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